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TWENTY FIVE YEARS  
From an inaugural meeting attended by some 150 local 
residents, Runaway Bay Islands Neighbourhood Watch 
was formed on Monday 17 February 1992. Senior 
Constable Bruce Tracy introduced the initial Area 
Coordinator, Ian Staunton,  supported by Barry Hiam, 
Randy Crossman, Kerrie Salter and Daryl Bell. The Police 
liaison officers were Senior Constable Glen Fleming and 
Constable Ric Flori. 
 
The six objectives of Neighbourhood Watch were then 
defined as  
 
1. Reduce the fear of crime 
2. Reduce the number of preventable crimes 
3. Improve personal safety habits and home security 
4. Provide support for victims of crime 
5. Provide an effective system of reporting/recording 

criminal or suspicious activity 
6. Implement and maintain property marking and 

identification schemes to discourage theft and 
assist in return of property when located. 

 
 Since 1992 we have continued this philosophy of 
“Making our community in Runaway Bay Islands safer”. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch believes that getting to know 
your neighbours, those who live around you is one of 
the simplest and easiest ways to keep yourself and your 
community safe. Being aware of who lives in your unit, 
townhouse, and house next door or in your street can 
enable the identification of unusual activities or traffic 
movements that may seem suspicious. Attending a 
Neighbourhood Watch meeting, working with policing 
agencies, is an easy way to contribute to ensuring 
everyone is safe. Over the years the contributions of 
both our residents and police have resulted in us being 
conscious of both property and personal security. The 
results, low incident rates on our Islands  
 
Thanks to Ray White Runaway Bay we meet at their 
premises, next meeting is on Tuesday 6 June 2017 at 

7.30pm, at Ray White offices, 445 Oxley Drive, Runaway 
Bay.  
 
In looking back over the past years our significant 
achievements are 
 
• Gold Coast Community 

Safety Awards in 2011 
Runaway Bay Islands 
Neighbourhood Watch 
were awarded the 
Meritorious Award for our 
various safety initiatives 
conducted over the prior 
two years. The Award is 
presented to a community 
group on a two yearly 
basis.  

• Number plate screws day. In partnership with 
Runaway Bay Rotary, Volunteers in Policing at 

Runaway Police Station some 
2,000 resident’s vehicles are 
now equipped with “one way 
number-plate screws” 
ensuring the vehicle owner is 
less likely to lose their 
numberplates. 

 We received a City of Gold Coast certificate, for our 
number plate screws program in 2013 

The next day will be on Wednesday 26 April 2017 
between 9.00am and 12.00 noon at Runaw3ay Bay 
Police Station 

• Introduction of a resident security incentive. For a 
number of years each resident’s donation to our 
Watch received a ticket in our security raffle with 
the draw occurring at the AGM. 

• 2013 Coombabah Primary 
School.  A donation of Bunning’s 
gift cards were made to help the 
students to establish their 
community garden. It was used 
to purchase gardening tools for 
use by the students. 
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• Bunnings Community Days. In participation with our 
local Police we attended community information 
days in the Arundel Store and car parking areas as a 
way of adding to the community awareness of 
Neighbourhood Watch. 

• Bunnings BBQ days. We are 
indebted to Bunnings Arundel 
for providing us access to BBQ 
days which enables us to raise 
additional funds for our various 
security initiatives in our area. 

• Fadden Seniors day. We have attended, in company 
with our neighbouring watches in the Runaway Bay 
area, Volunteers in Policing, community days to 
promote all Watches on the Gold Coast. 

• In 2009 we hosted the Runaway Bay Safety Day, 
assisted by our State Member, 
Rotary Runaway Bay,  a 
community safety day was 
organised where the local 
agencies (SES, Fire and Rescue, 
Police etc.) participated by 

displaying their expertise to attending parents and 
children. 

• The Local Newsletter, City Council Divisions 3 and 4. 
Over the past two years we have supplied copy on 
all manner of safety and security issues, looking to 
add to our residents’ general safety and security 
knowledge in the community. 

• CPR Training. In conjunction with Queensland 
Ambulance we offered our residents modified CPR 
training to add to their personal safety. A number of 
our residents are now capable of applying CPR 
techniques if they are ever needed. 

• D plates for screen doors. The supply of transparent 
“D” plates for screen doors lock protection at no 
cost to residents. 

• Installation of “lock it or lose it” to our residents 
wheelie bins. 

• Participation in the City of Gold Coast personal 
safety program in 2009 with attendance offered at 
personal safety programs to residents. 

• We keep abreast of recent developments by 
attending each annual State Conference, learning 
new ideas regarding the increase of community 
safety. 

• Sought and received financing from our local 
Councillor Cameron Caldwell funding to support the 
“Dogs on Patrol” initiative of Queensland Police. 

• Raised and provided funding to our local Police to 
upgrade the “dog Cluedo” uniform for use by our 
community policing unit when addressing schools 
etc. 

• Provision of “goodie bags” as handouts to children 
at each Gold Coast Show. Each bag contains material 
on personal and home safety issues. 

• Development of our own Neighbourhood Watch 
brochure as a means of promotion of not only our 
watch but all neighbourhood watches. 

• Introduction of a welcome pack for new residents to 
provide information on Community and Council 
contact numbers and our Neighbourhood Watch 
group contacts. 

• Nano ID. We are a source for identity packs using 
Nano technology to identify residents’ items against 
theft, with the owners details stored on Queensland 
Police Computer. 

• Maintenance of our data and information on the 
Queensland Neighbourhood Watch web site 
www.nhw.qld. gov.au     

• Lastly but not least we have eWatch email program 
operating to bring early warning of pertinent safety 
issues to our residents.   

 
Neighbourhood Watch has proved to be a most 
effective community-based, crime prevention program. 
The ultimate success of Neighbourhood Watch depends 
on a partnership approach between the community and 
the police, which our Watch provides effective 
community-based, crime prevention program. The 
ultimate success of Neighbourhood Watch depends on 
a partnership approach between the community and 
the police, which our Watch provides. 
 
 
Meet Seymour, our neighbourhood 
watch mascot  
 
Thank you for the interest you have in ensuring our 
Neighbourhood Watch continues to add to the personal 
and property safety in the Runaway Bay Islands area.  
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ANTI GRAFFITI KIT 
The City of Gold Coast has provided us with an anti-
graffiti kit for use by our residents. It contains all the 
necessary gear including enz red liquid, paint brush, 
googles, gloves and instruction sheet. We understand it 
is important graffiti is removed as quickly as possible as 
the “artists” often claim the number of properties as 
evidence of their success in “decorating” various places 
In the event your property suffers a graffiti attack the 
kit is available from Garry K call 5529 0096 to get it.  
 
CRIME STATS 
Sgt Steve Keeling has provided some data for the past 
sixteen years, and has done a quick comparison for 
crime since 2000 and the results are surprising and 
good! 
 
2000 – 49 reported offences  
2005 – 35 reported offences        
2010 – 25 reported offences 
2016 – 24 reported offences.  
 
This is ‘raw data’ however there is definitely a 
downward trend. Everyone should be congratulated for 
their ongoing efforts.  I think this data shows that an 
active Neighbourhood Watch works! 
 
Over the past three months we have seen three 
incidents. 
 

 Wilful damage to a motor vehicle, Morala. Nothing 
of value was in the vehicle. 

 Burglary, Limetree. Completely removed security 
door to gain access to property. 

 Stealing, Oxley. 2 juvenile offenders arrested. 
 
Sergeant Steve Keeling reminds us constantly to always 
remove our garage door remotes, keys when garaging 
our vehicles, ensuring our vehicles are locked.  Ensure 
the exterior entrances to your property are secure. 
Place the keys etc. in a “secure place”, not readily seen 
by intruders. 
Part of our responsibility as responsible citizens is to 
assist the police whenever we can, so let us be their 
“eyes and ears” on the islands. 
 

Remember “lock it or lose it!” 

 
AREA COORDINATOR’S REPORT 
Our 25 year function was a great success at Runaway 
Bay Seagulls with 72 attendees, it was good to have a 
great turnout. We heard from Acting Inspector Jim 
Munckton, and Inspector Less Bullus who spoke about 
the role of Neigbourhood Watch in today’s policing. 
 
As residents change in our area we should endeavour to 
intoduce ourselves to them, as this is one of the best 
ways of detecting suspicious behavour when you see 
someone you do not know. When you see suspicious 
behavour in the street report it. 
 

So let’s all work to “ruin a perpetrator’s day” 
 
 
SMOKE ALARM BATTERY CHANGE  
We recommend changing the smoke alarm batteries on 
April 1st each year, so this is a friendly reminder. 
As from 1 January 2017 there is legislation concerning 
smoke alarms, as th older alarms are to be phased out. 
To find out how your home is effected visit and get “up 
to speed” on the smoke alarm legislation here is the 
link to find out what is involved  
https://www.qfes.qld.gov.au/community-
safety/smokealarms/Pages/default.aspx . 
 
When you sleep, your sense of smell also sleeps. If a fire 
starts, toxic fumes can overcome you. Photoelectric 
smoke alarms see smoke and will alert you early, so you 
can escape.  
With interconnected alarms, you will be alerted no 
matter where you are, or where the fire starts. 
New legislation specifies the type, positioning, and 
interconnectedness of alarms, which are critical factors 
for an early warning and quick escape. 
As people become more familiar with the new smoke 
alarm legislation and what is required, QFES advises 
they should continue to maintain their current smoke 
alarms and also practice their fire escape plans. 
If you require any further information regarding the 
maintenance or installation of your smoke alarms, 
please contact QFES directly at 
SmokeAlarms@qfes.qld.gov.au  
 
 

https://www.qfes.qld.gov.au/community-safety/smokealarms/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.qfes.qld.gov.au/community-safety/smokealarms/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:SmokeAlarms@qfes.qld.gov.au
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NUMBERPLATE SCREW DAY 
The next numberplate screw will be on 26 April 2017 
between 9.00 am and 12.00 noon at Runaway Bay 
Police Station, Morala 
Avenue. Again we will 
partner with Runaway 
Bay Volunteers in 
Policing and Rotary 
Runaway Bay to change 
number plate screws on free of charge basis as a 
community service. Number plates are often stolen 
from vehicles for the purpose of committing further, 
more serious crimes.  
The use of stolen number plates makes it harder for 
police to detect and investigate crimes in a timely 
manner. Stolen number plates are put on a stolen car 
which is then used to commit a series of offences such 
as petrol theft and house break-ins, ending with the 
vehicle being dumped and set alight. 
 
FUTURE MEETING DATES 2017 
 
Tuesday 6th June 2017 
Meeting at Ray White offices, Oxley Drive Runaway Bay, 
commencing at 7.30pm, the guest speaker will be from 
Queensland Ambulance Service. 
  
Tuesday 5th September 2017 
Meeting at Ray White offices, Oxley Drive Runaway Bay, 
commencing at 7.30pm, which is our AGM night. Like to 
contribute some of your time to the success of our 
Watch, call our Secretary Jean Greatbanks 
 
Tuesday 5th December 2017 
Meeting at Ray White offices, Oxley Drive Runaway Bay, 
commencing at 7.30pm, our annual social get to know 
your neighbour meeting. 
 
DOB IN A HOON 
Gold Coast Police urge residents to ‘Dob in a Hoon’. It is 
a major problem on the Gold Coast. The term hoon is 
aimed at anyone who speeds around the motorway, 
local suburbs, schools and canal waterways. Residents 
need to supply as much information as they can, time, 
place, registration, type of vehicle or craft and 
identification of the offender. There is a special HOON 
HOTLINE to report this anti-social behaviour. 

Call 13 HOON or 134 666 
WHAT IS SUSPICIOUS BEHAVIOUR? 
 Suspicious behaviour can refer to incidents, events, 
individuals or circumstances that seem unusual or out 
of place. Below are some examples of suspicious 
behaviour, if you see similar activities occurring, we 
recommend you need to report it to Police. 
 
• A person carrying property; such as computer 
 equipment, stereo, office equipment, or a locked  
 bike, at an unusual time or location. 
• Someone going door-to-door in an office building or 
  a residential area without proper identification.  
• Or a  vehicle cruising the streets repeatedly; this  
 person may be looking for an opportunity to steal  
 unattended property from unsecured offices or  
 homes. 
• Anyone forcing their way into a locked vehicle; This 

is highly suspicious especially at night and in isolated 
parking areas. 

• Business transactions being held at a vehicle or a 
high volume of traffic going to and coming from a 
home on a daily basis; someone could be conducting 
an illegal drug or stolen property sale. 

• One or more people sitting in a parked car checking 
out the area; They may be lookouts for a crime in 
progress burglary/robbery or for planning a crime. 

• Someone being forced into a vehicle; this may be 
abduction. 

• A person showing unusual mental or physical 
symptoms; He or she may be injured in an accident, 
be under the influence of illegal drugs or prescribed 
medications, or need other medical or psychiatric 
help. 

• Strange noises; gunshots, yelling, fighting sounds, 
dogs barking incessantly. 

 
Remember – A quick and accurate description of 
events, vehicles, persons can make all the difference in 
stopping a potential criminal. Any type of activity or 
circumstance that seems unusual should be reported.   
 

A person isn't suspicious, their behaviour is! 
 
Report Suspicious behaviour to Police on 131 444 or  
Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000.  
In case of emergencies call 000. 
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