
 

 
 
The Runaway Bay Islands Neighbourhood Watch group celebrated reaching a 25 year milestone on Tuesday 7 March 
2017 at Runaway Bay Seagulls league. From an inaugural meeting attended by some 150 local residents, Runaway 
Bay Islands Neighbourhood Watch was formed 17 February 1992 under the guidance of then Senior Constable Bruce 
Tracy.  
 
In 1992 the objectives of Neighbourhood Watch were. 
1. Reduce the fear of crime 

2. Reduce the number of preventable crimes 

3. Improve personal safety habits and home security 

4. Provide support for victims of crime 

5. Provide and effective system of reporting/recording criminal or suspicious activity 

6. Implement and maintain property marking and identification schemes will discourage theft and assist in return 

of property when located. 

 
Over the past 25 years the group have continued these objectives and over the past 16 years the 
incident rates within the Runaway Bay Islands Watch area have reduced by 50%. All the 
residents should be congratulated for their ongoing efforts, the data demonstrated that an 
active Neighbourhood Watch works! During the evening the Queensland Neighbourhood mascot 
was introduced  

 
The attendees were welcomed by Acting Inspector Jim Munkton, Central Patrol Group, 
Gold Coast, who deputised for Commissioner Stewart, spoke about the important role 
the Gold Coast Watches play in the reduction of crime and how each one is interfaced 
with the Queensland Police various police stations.  
 
Neighbourhood Watch believes that getting to know your neighbours, those who live 

around you is one of the simplest and easiest ways to keep yourself and your community safe. Being aware of who 
lives in your unit, townhouse, and house next door or in your street can enable the identification of unusual activities 
or traffic movements that may seem suspicious. Attending a Neighbourhood Watch meeting, working with policing 
agencies, is an easy way to contribute to ensuring everyone is safe. Over the years the contributions of both our 
residents and police have resulted in us being conscious of both property and personal security. 
The results, low incident rates on our Islands 
 
Following a buffet dinner the attendees were addressed by Inspector Les Bulluss, Manager, 
Community Programs and Engagement, Police link and Programs Group, Community Contact 
Command. Les spoke about community programs and how Neighbourhood Watch was an 
important link in today’s policing.  

 
Runaway Bay Islands have been successful in receiving a number of 
community safety awards, notable awards were City of Gold Coast 
community award 2011, awarded certificate for “one way numberplate 
screws” project in 2013. They meet quarterly to discuss any security issues 
with the Police Liaison Officer, both state and local members attend and 
are willing to respond to any issues or concerns   

 
 


